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Dedicated to improving the quality of life for 

women, children, and families in Santa Cruz 

County for more than 80 years.



FEBRUARY IS TDVAM MONTH
Few things are scarier to parents than realizing how vulnerable their children are in an 
unpredictable world. Some respond by trying to hold on too tightly, others too loosely or 
inconsistently, and this can create challenging situations with teenagers in particular.

Teens occupy a space in which they are neither children nor adults; as a youth advocate, 
one of the most consistent messages I hear from them is not only their own struggle 
in figuring out their identity but also the struggle of the adults around them trying to 
understand. I hear them talk about feeling like they’re scolded for not being adults if 
they have done something wrong, then they’re treated like children when they ask for 
opportunities to develop an adult’s independence.

It’s no wonder, then, that the subject of dating violence becomes taboo in the home. No 
parent wants to imagine their child being hurt in such an intimate way, and no teen wants 
to risk being blamed for not being “smarter” or “more mature” while simultaneously 
picking up the pieces of their broken heart. This was my own story as a teenager: I didn’t 
have enough life experience or education on consent to understand what was happening, 
but the adults around me assumed that I would have been smart enough to know better 
and so they never said anything. And if the adults don’t see anything wrong happening, I 
thought as a seventeen-year-old, then perhaps the pain really is my own fault.

It’s a narrative we see over and over, and so for Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month 
every February, Walnut Avenue’s advocates make an additional effort to push education 
on recognizing domestic violence and unhealthy interpersonal dynamics. We bring 
workshops on healthy relationships into school classrooms, meet with faculty and staff 
regularly interacting with teens as a training resource, and invite teens to join us in our 
weekly Warriors Youth Group and other activities.

For Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month 2019, we tried out something new: a free, 
online presentation for parents and caretakers on teen dating violence that focuses 
on practical tips on having that conversation with the teen in their life. Moving onto an 
online platform increases accessibility for folks who may not have the time, resources, 
or capacity to attend an evening event in person, and also grants a greater level of 
confidentiality to protect more vulnerable identities. For more details, please find us on 
our Facebook page or call our front office at (831) 426-3062.

Marjorie Coffey
Advocate for Survivors of Domestic Violence, Youth, & Children
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FRIENDS OF WALNUT AVENUE
Thanks to the great work of our 2018-2019 Development 
Intern, Elena Owens, we are thrilled to debut our first ever 
Friends of Walnut Avenue group! Elena focused her time 
at Walnut Avenue and her college Capstone Project on 
designing the infrastructure for Friends of Walnut Avenue, a 
group of dedicated community ambassadors who will forge 
forward with support and resources for the agency. 

This dynamic group of women jumped in during our first-ever 
fundraiser in 2018 as well as our Turkey Drive and Adopt-a-
Family season with vigor. Michele and Timerie filled our Silent 
Auction tables with donations from our generous community. 
Janie and Tiffany led the charge for Thanksgiving dinners 
and Chelsea let us borrow all of her holiday decorations 
for our “North Pole” as well as set it up. If you know any of 
these fantastic women, please thank them for their service. 
We really appreciate them and couldn’t do our work without 
them. 

Welcome, new Friends of Walnut Avenue!
• Michele Bassi
• Timerie Gordon
• Tiffany Hammer
• Janie Hanson
• Lynsey Leon
• Chelsea Mandell 
• Adair Paterno
• Adrienne Saxton



PROGRAM UPDATES 

Early Childhood Education Center (ECE) 
Three teachers from the Early Education Center have been 
attending a county-wide Math and Science training for PreK, 
TK (Transitional Kindergarten), and Kindergarten teachers.  At 
this training we are comparing and integrating PreK, TK and 
Kindergarten teaching standards. This is the first such training 
for math in the State. Walnut Avenue’s teachers are inspired by 
this work! We are really excited to implement the curriculum 
ideas into our PreK classroom. 

Advocacy & Prevention
We are pleased to announce that our Housing First/
Employment Program, funded by CalOES, is underway. Housing 
First is based on the evidence that helping people find stable 
housing before addressing other concerns makes for more 
positive outcomes, and greater retention in safe housing. We 
have hired Kimberly Ferguson as our Housing & Employment 
Programs Coordinator, and Claudia Velazquez as our Housing & 
Employment Case Manager. 

February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month and we 
are offering a webinar on February 26th, “Talking about Teen 
Dating Violence as Parents and Caregivers”. We will also be 
presenting at UCSC’s Social Fiction Conference on the portrayal 
of romance and sexuality in pop culture and how it impacts 
young adults. 

We are also starting a Spanish Speaking Women’s Circle on 
Thursday nights. This will be facilitated by Juditt Comacho and 
Sandra Salcedo. This is an opportunity to for Spanish speaking 
participants to come together, share common experiences and 
support each other to thrive. 
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To volunteer, please 
contact Genevieve Ortilla  

gortilla@wafwc.org
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Family Support Services 
Our Family Support Services Program provided 249 food bags for 
families in adition to clothing, toiletries, and diapers provided to 
208 families in need last quarter. The annual Turkey Drive Campaign 
distributed 53 Turkey dinners provided to families throughout the 
community. Thanks the generosity of our amazing community 
donors including Looker, Inc., Bread of Life Church, UCSC Giving 
Tree, and the Volunter Center, our Adopt-a-Family Campaign 
provided gifts to 71 Families and 50 individuals.

Community Engagement 
Community Engagement is not just about recruiting volunteers 
and interns. It’s providing new ways for local students and anyone 
willing to learn about the issues we face as a community. We offer 
internships that allow individuals to cultivate their passion for helping 
others, such as the MSW/Clinical and Certification to become a 
Volunteer Advocate for Survivors of Domestic Violence. We have a 
new Housing First Program, which will open up two new internships 
to help address employment and housing barriers for survivors of 
domestic violence. We encourage everyone to be proactive and use 
their strengths to improve our community. Lastly, we are currently 
recruiting for volunteers to assist our wonderful community partner, 
She.is.beautiful. Every March, this 5k/10k race takes place along the 
scenic West Cliff Drive. Volunteers cheer on the runners, distribute 
water, and become part of the positive and empowering energy 
that both She.is.beautiful and Walnut Avenue aim to share with the 
community.

PROGRAM UPDATES 



DONOR PROFILE
MICHELE BASSI, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
PRODUCTION GROUP MANAGER

Why do I support Walnut Avenue? I am proud to 
support his agncy for several reasons.

First, for its history. This nonprofit has sustained 
itself for decades. Through the ups and downs of 
the economy, Walnut Avenue Family & Women’s 
Center has continued to gather the support of our 
community to serve those who need it most…when 
they need it most.

Second, for its agility. This nonprofit has adapted 
its mission over the years to match the needs of our 
community. What started out as a place for young 
women has expanded to serve as a safe place for 
women and all children. Like I said…..they are there 
to serve those who need it most…when they need it 
most.

And last but not least, the sense of welcome and 
community. Each person I have met that is involved 
with Walnut Avenue is as amazing and passionate 
about the organization as the next. They have built a 
warm and welcoming “home” for those who need it 
most, when they need it most.
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Michele Bassi was recently named 
Woman of the Year by the Aptos 
Chamber of Commerce. Her 
Community Involvement includes: 
Friends of Walnut Avenue, 
Founding Board Member and Past 
President of Digital NEST, Board 
Member of Second Harvest Food 
Bank, Co-Chair of Cabrillo College 
Foundation’s President’s Circle, 
Board Member of the Santa Cruz 
County Fairgrounds Foundation, 
Founding Friend of Meals on  
Wheels, Past Co-Chair of Women’s 
Education Success (Cabrillo College 
Foundation), Board Member of 
Capitola/Aptos Rotary (past 
Treasurer and current President - 
Elect), Ambassador for the Santa 
Cruz Chamber of Commerce, 
Chair for Major Fundraising events 
for Capitola/Aptos Rotary Club, 
Graduateof Focus Ag., Family 
Service Agency Past Board 
President, and many more. 



FROM THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dear Community and Friends,

People often ask me the same questions. What motivates 
you? How do you take care of yourself? Why does all 
of this matter to you? I always respond with the same 
answer, that the energy and commitment I put forth 
into my community engages me and fulfills my quest 
for connection and assembly. We just completed our Q3 
strategic planning check in and the Board of Directors 
now has a chance to reflect on these same questions and 
craft a narrative that resonates in their individual lives and 
how it shapes their service to Walnut Avenue Family & 
Women’s Center. 

Growth and change is simultaneously daunting and 
exhilarating. Never before has the road of opportunity for 
Walnut Avenue been so immense, diverse, and forward 
facing. With this knowledge and philosophy as our 
guiding northstar, we acknowledge that Board service is a 
tremendous act of commitment and conviction. Acting as 
a fiduciary of an agency requires a binding agreement to 
honor the Duty of Care, the Duty of Loyalty, and the Duty 
of Obedience. On behalf of my service as President of 
the Board, I am deeply honored to serve with a steadfast, 
energetic, and passionate group of citizens dedicated to 
theses duties and to Walnut Avenue. 

In turn, I ask you to consider the same questions for 
yourself. What motivates you? How do you take care of 
yourself? Why does this all matter to you? Because if not 
now, then when?

Yours in community,
Tracy Wood
President, Board of Directors
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2018-2019 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tracy Wood
President

Heather Heen, Esq.
President-Elect

Ken Vinson
Treasurer

Brenda Kring
Secretary

Diane Bock

Christine Brooks, Ph.D
Past-President

Leticia Camacho

Pam Conelly

Carma Haston

Colleen Lazanich

Robert Staub

Melanie Stutler

Adiari Torres, MSW

Katie Woolsey
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SAVE 

THE DATE!

EVENTS/HAPPENINGS:

Join us at Chaminade for our 

Spring BBQ fundraiser on June 

2, 2019. Tickets are $85 and 

include champagne, a delicious 

BBQ themed brunch, and a silent 

auction. Tickets go on sale April 

15, 2019.


