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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR...
Dear Partners and Friends,

Thank you for your interest and investment in the success of Walnut Avenue Family & 
Women’s Center! I’m excited to share some of this year’s accomplishments!

We’ve had many exciting transitions in the administrative team. We hired Genevieve 
Ortilla as Community Engagement Coordinator and Denise Gonsalves moved into a 
newly created but much needed position as Executive Administrator. We also hired 
Anissa Novak to do Business and Donor Development. This new growth in administrative 
infrastructure parallels our efforts to be more involved with the community and with our 
donors, and to be present at the table for community advocacy efforts.

Internally, we have a new Strategic Plan in place for 2018-2023. We also invested in a 
house audit and have a priority list of projects to tackle improvements on our beautiful 
business home on Walnut Avenue. The Shannon Collins Memorial Garden has flourished 
with new raised flower beds (currently overflowing with pumpkins) and plans for a 
meditation area and play area for children. We made the very challenging decision to 
discontinue hosting the Strawberry Festival as our signature fundraising event to focus 
our efforts elsewhere. I’m thrilled to share that our inaugural Fundraising Brunch was a 
huge success! We look forward to building upon these efforts and continuing to diversify 
our fundraising with Anissa’s leadership.

Externally, I have had the pleasure to serve as co-chair to the Human Care Alliance, a 
collaborative of Santa Cruz County nonprofit organizations, with whom I am participating 
in the Nonprofit Wage Equity campaign. I’ve been serving on the CORE Investments 
Steering Committee which is working with local government to develop a framework to 
guide funding decisions based on a results-based, collective impact approach. I am also 
participating in the Santa Cruz County Trauma-Transformed Leadership group, ensuring 
human services are effective and responsive to those who have experienced trauma. It is 
an honor to bring Walnut Avenue’s perspective to the table for efforts so integral to the 
Santa Cruz community.

I hope you enjoy our newsletter and I wish each of you a delightful holiday season. 

In gratitude of your ongoing support, 
Julie Macecevic, Ph.D
Executive Director
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WHAT WE DO!
DEVELOPMENT 2018-2019

Hi Friends and Partners!

We hosted our inaugural brunch at Chaminade Resort & Spa in 
August (which netted $25,000!) and want to extend a very special 
thank you to our community partners who made this possible: 
Timerie Gordon & Christian Nielsen, the Wedeen Hammer Group 
at Morgan Stanley, Capitola Aptos Rotary, Brady’s Yacht Club, 
Lighthouse Bank, and the Seaside Company. I would also like to 
thank all those who donated to our successful Silent Auction. We 
owe so much of this success to those sponsors and donors and are 
grateful for their support.

Please save the date for our 2019 events. We are hosting two events, 
a BBQ on Sunday, June 2, 2019 and our 2nd annual Brunch on August 
25, 2019. Both fundraisers will be at Chaminade Resort & Spa. If you 
would like to lend a hand with either or both events, want to join as a 
sponsor, host a table, volunteer, or attend please call or email me.

Thank you again for supporting us. We couldn’t do our work without 
your help.

Anissa Novak
Business and Donor Development
anovak@wafwc.org | 831-737-3071
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PROGRAM UPDATES 

Our Early Childhood Education Center (ECE) 

recently completed a Social Emotional training to give children 

new tools to express emotions in a positive manner. ECE 

is consistently at capacity, serving 41 children, and has the 

only state funded toddler program in North County, a critical 

resource for low income parents.

Parenting Classes have begun in our Advocacy 
& Prevention Department. Their Services for Children 

& Youth program recently facilitated 4 Healthy Relationships 

workshops to Scotts Valley High freshman. Their Services for 

Survivors of Domestic Violence program is busy engaging for 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month (October).

Our Family Support Services program provided 300 

food bags to families in need over the last quarter. The annual 

Back to School Drive was a success thanks to Lynda and Kidz 

Back Pack Project who donated 60 backpacks filled with school 

supplies and Old School Shoes & patrons who donated 20 pairs 

of new shoes.

Our Community Engagement Coordinator is busy 

recruiting for our annual Fall Volunteer Advocate Certification 

training. One of their interns, Patricia Flores Rosas, applied and 

was awarded a $1,000 grant from UCSC to support our Garden 

Project!

303 Walnut Avenue | 831-426-3062 | wafwc.org

EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS!
Garden Project Work Days:
Join us Saturdays from 10:00am-1:00pm (weather permitting) 
on November 10 and December 1! Bring your garden tools 
and gloves if you have them. This is a great family volunteer 
opportunity! Individuals and groups are welcome to join us.

Transforming Together Conference:
The Santa Cruz Commission for the Prevention of Violence 
Against Women hosted a one-day “awareness and 
prevention” conference this past Saturday, October 6 at 
the Louden Nelson Community Center. One of our Staff 
Advocates facilitated a workshop at the event related to 
domestic violence. 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness 
(DVAM) Month:
Watch our agency website calendar for updates on events/
happenings related to DVAM.

Turkey Drive and Adopt-A-Family
The season of giving and sharing is almost upon us. Join us 
in bringing Thanksgiving and holiday giving season to the 
families we support throughout the County. Please call the 
office to find out how to participate. 

To volunteer, 

please contact 

Genevieve Ortilla  

gortilla@wafwc.org
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FROM THE 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Dear Community and Friends,

It is my distinct honor to step into the leadership role of the Board of Directors 

for 2018-2019. I follow in footsteps and legacy of Christine Brooks, Ph.D., who 

ushered the Board and the organization through a phenomenal transformation of 

growth and change that has guaranteed a foundation for a vibrant future. 

Our Board has grown to encompass a diverse group of leaders that are guided 

by passion and commitment to serving Walnut Avenue and our community. 

These remarkable people are embedded in their belief that the heart and soul of 

Walnut Avenue beats loudly and brightly and offers hope to all those who walk 

through our doors.

We look forward to engaging deeply with each and every one of you in the 

coming year. As a group, we commit to growing our leadership and the 

opportunities to continue supporting our amazing staff to sustain the critical 

work that makes all of this happen. We commit to the legacy of hard work and 

personal passion to elevate others and allow them to excel forward.

Yours in community,

Tracy Wood

President, Board of Directors
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To update your 
contact information, 

please call us at 
831-426-3062 or 
send an email to 
info@wafwc.org. 303 Walnut Avenue | 831-426-3062 | wafwc.org
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YOURS IN 
COMMUNITY


