
 

Consider the following facts about 
domestic violence and partner abuse in 
queer communities:  
 
Approximately 1 out of every 4 lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender or queer  
people will be abused by an intimate 
partner.  
 

The frequency and severity of abuse in 
queer relationships is about the same 
as in heterosexual relationship.  
 

The threat of “outing” can be as serious 
as a death threat, and can jeopardize 
the survivor’s job, children, housing 
and social support.  
 

The risk of losing children to third 
parties (e.g., the birth mother or father, 
the grandparents, or the State) is 
greater for queer couples when 
domestic violence is involved.  
 

Queer survivors are dealing with the 
effects of domestic violence at the 
same time as they deal with other 
forms of oppression, such as 
homophobia, biphobia, transphobia,  
heterosexism, sexism and racism.  
 

NOTE: 
The terminology used to describe 
queer-identified individuals is 
constantly evolving. Please ask how 
people self-identify. The 
perspectives taken attempts to be 
as inclusive as possible and 
minimize exclusionary oppression.  
 
 

Partner Abuse in  
Queer Communities 

 

Peace begins at home... 

Services for Survivors of 
Domestic Violence 

 

Domestic Violence in 
Queer Communities   

Contact Information 
303 Walnut Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 

96050 
 

Main Office Phone 

(831) 426-3062 
 

Main Office Fax 
(831) 426-3070 

 

24-Hour Domestic Violence Hotline 
1-866-2MY-ALLY (1-866-269-2559) 

 

Early Childhood Education Center 
120 Weeks Avenue, Santa Cruz 95060 

(831) 429-3050 
Open Mon - Fri, 7:30am - 5:30pm 

 

 

www.wafwc.org 
 

 

Associated Programs 
African-American Community Health Group 

(831) 426-3062 x 223 

It is the policy of Walnut Avenue Family & 
Women’s Center to provide equal 

employment and volunteer opportunities 
(EEO) to all persons  regardless of age, 
color, national origin, physical disability, 

race, religion, creed, gender, sex, sexual 
orientation,  gender identity and/or 

expression or any other characteristic 
protected by federal, 

state or local law.  

http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/1606/flag1.gif


 
MYTH                                      FACT   
 

Abusers are men;            Abusers take any  
survivors are women.      form regardless of              
Women are never        gender, race, class or  
batterers.                         sexual orientation.  
 

 
MYTH                                              FACT    

 

Abusers are usually        Queer abusers are  
bigger or more                 not always bigger,  
butch than their               stronger or more  
partners.                          masculine than their         
                                        partners. 
 
MYTH  FACT     
                                                        

Queer survivors can        
Many queer                       
easily leave abusive       partners aren’t  
partners because      allowed to marry but  
they have no            they may have  
legal ties to them.            legal ties: bank 
                 accounts, jointly                                                                   
                     owned homes or                                                                                       
                     joint legal custody. 
 
MYTH                              FACT 
 

Survivors provoke           It is not the survivors 
abuse and violence.       fault. Abusers choose 
                                     to use violence,  
                                    Survivors do not                                        
                                      provoke violence.  
 
MYTH                              FACT  

  

Violence in same-       Vio-
lence is not mutual 
sex relationships      when you defend  
is mutual.           yourself or fight back.    

You are not alone and your safety is very 
important. Follow your instincts. You are 
the best judge of how to keep safe.  

 
 

BARRIERS TO LEAVING 
Poor Police Response:  
For instance, the police officer doesn’t know 
how to accurately identify the abuser in 
same-sex relationships. 
Lack of Accessible/Sensitive Services: 
This may include people avoiding family 
courts because of limited legal protection, 
or service providers not knowing how to use 
appropriate language.  
Fear:  
Examples include but are not limited to 
worrying about being “outed”, attending the 
same agency as a partner or oppressive 
responses from support systems. 
 
 

YOU HAVE RIGHTS 
 

You have the right to call 911 or the local 
police. You can not be denied services 
based on your sexual orientation or gender 
identities. 

 

You can ask the police for an Emergency 
Protective Order (a temporary restraining 
order to keep you safe).  

 

You have the right to apply for a long term 
restraining order, this is not based on your 
sexual orientation or gender preference.  
 

WAWC provides free one-on-one peer 
counseling & can assist helping you to 
apply for a restraining order. 

 
 
 

Please refer to Creating a 
Personal Safety Plan brochure for 
more information. 
 
 

Domestic Violence is a systematic,  
escalating pattern of abuse where one 
partner  in an intimate relationship 
controls the other person through 
various abusive tactics. 
 
 
 

EXAMPLES OF ABUSIVE TACTICS 
 

Emotional: Reinforcing fears that no 
one will help someone in the queer 
community. 
Verbal: Telling someone they do not 
really qualify as an queer individual, or 
they deserve the abuse. 
Psychological: Causing someone to 
feel like they are “going crazy”, telling 
other people that you are “crazy”. 
Threats: Threatening to “out” 
someone to people who do not know 
about their identity, or to harm oneself 
or others. 
Financial: Preventing access  to 
money, making someone financially 
dependent, or withholding basic needs. 
Homo, Bi, or Transphobia: Using 
someone’s identity to justify that the 
abuse is normal within all queer 
relationships.  
Destructive Acts: Threatening or 
actually assaulting pets, property, or 
family members to scare or intimidate 
someone.  
Children: Threatening to take or keep 
the children if someone leaves. 
Physical: Portraying the violence as 
consensual, a masculine expression of 
themselves, or a desirable trait.  
Sexual:  Forced or coerced sexual acts,  
including but not limited to rape. This 
can be used to justify extreme non-
heteronormative sexual intercourse.  
   

Myth and Facts Creating a Safety Plan 

What is Domestic 
  Violence? 


